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been passed in that country, which was stricter in all respects
thaii that in India or Japan, but there was no certainty as to
when that law would be actually enforced. The information
at the disposal of the Government of India was to the effect
that the conditions of employment of women and children were
far worse and the rates of wages much lower in China than those
in India. Accordingly, the protective measure of 1927 was
incorporated with the Cotton Textile Industry (Protection)
Act of I930.1

II. AN ESTIMATE OF THE BURDEN OF HIGHER PRICES LAID ON
THE CONSUMERS IN CONSEQUENCE OF PROTECTIVE DUTIES
ON COTTON MANUFACTURES

The Cotton Textile Industry (Protection) Act of 1930 is too
recent a measure to enable us to make an estimate of the
amount of burden placed on the consumers for the benefit of
the producers. The figures of imports, internal output, and of
prices for the recent months have been greatly vitiated by an
intense political agitation, effective boycott of foreign cloths,
and also by a terrible depression in the trade in agricultural
produce, which has very considerably diminished the pur-
chasing power of the hundreds of millions who are dependent
on agriculture alone. Nevertheless, some idea of the burden of
import duties on cotton piece-goods may be formed by an
examination of the effects of the n per cent duty which had
been put into operation in 1922. We, therefore, proceed to
estimate the burden of cotton import duties laid on the con-
sumers in the period 1922-23 to 1928-29. This has been done
in the four tables that follow.

The sources and nature of the statistical data and the assump-
tions involved in interpreting them may be briefly summarised
as follows :

(a) The figures for the duties realised from the imports are given

1 Speech of Sir George Rainy, Assembly Debates, March 13, 1930.